Village of Sheffield
Village Board Mtg
December 14, 2020
7 pm

Determining that a quorum was present, President Mary Lanham called the regular meeting to order at 7 pm and
directed Clerk Ries to call the roll.

Roll Call

PRESENT: Carper, Lanxon (remotely), Pond, Skiles, Stier

ABSENT: Cernovich

Also present - Police Chief Whipple and Superintendent Shipp and Adam Ossola, Chamlin Engineer

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Public Comment: President Lanham continued with the Public portion of the meeting. Trustee Cernovich arrived
at 7:04 pm. Pat Stier commented on the possible North Reed Street Railroad crossing closure. She brought up
several things for the board consideration.

Board Reports: Board reviewed reports in board packet. Officer Whipple and Ries’ reports as presented. Public
Works Manager report presented. Carper asked again about the sign light at the west edge of town and Skiles
questioned progress of additional tree removal, west park restrooms and excess leaves in the park.

Discussion/Action Items:

Stier amended his motion, seconded by Carper, to approve the November 9, 2020 regular board meetings as
corrected with Carper’s suggested word change-the word “to” replaced with “was” regarding the Motion to
reconsider a stop sign at the intersection of Main and Atkinson and Skiles correction that Carper was listed in the
opening roll call in two places.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanxon, seconded by Skiles, made a motion to approve payment of regular bills and payroll December 14, 2020
after clarification regarding power being changed from Danish Church to meter at the Veterans/School park.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT:. None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

President Lanham welcomed Chamlin Engineer Adam Ossola and asked for the latest updates regarding the Main
Street Project. Ossola presented updated drawings and asked for board input. There were questions in regard to
the railing shown in the most recent drawings. Ossola stated In order to address grading issues and follow ADA
compliant guidelines a rail is recommended on the incline. Trustees Carper and Pond asked for additional
entrances to be inserted throughout the area. President Lanham reminded the board that whatever decisions this
board makes, those decisions will serve the community for the next 30-50 years. She also encouraged the board to
move forward with decisions in order to get bids out early for the best bid results and with a board motion to move
forward with the project, the engineers will work towards more concrete numbers. Lanxon agreed with the design
concept presented and the definition the north and south islands give to the overall look of the block. . He also
voiced his hope that all decisions can be made to finalize the Main Street project while the current board is still
seated.

Lanxon, seconded by Pond, made a motion to proceed with the Main Street project and directed the engineer
for concrete numbers at the January meeting.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Lanham

NAYS: None

ABSTAIN: Cernovich, Stier

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 5-0-2



Lanxon, seconded by Pond, made a motion to approve Resolution R2020-12-14-01 for Upgrade & Construction
of Water Main. The resolution will perform an upgrade and construction of the Village water main which is under the
jurisdiction of IL DOTin which the Village is requesting authorization for a permit.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Skiles, seconded by Carper, made a motion to approve pay request #5 for the IEPA Loan Water Program which
included a request from Putnam County Painting request #2 for Water Tower totalling $64,341.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanham proposed the 2020 Tractor Pull rent be waived due to the COVID19 circumstances. Lanxon, seconded by
Carper, made a motion to waive the 2020 rent as a show of goodwill and gratitude for all the Tractor Pull Association
has done for Sheffield.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanham introduced Bentley Tomlin representing lowa InterstateRailroad present to discuss the possible Railroad
Crossing closure on North Reed Street and what incentives the Village may be eligible to receive, not only from the
lowa Railroad but also from the lllinois Commerce Commission (Train crossing protection funds) and federal DOT,
managed by IDOT, amounting to a minimum of $65,000. Along with the monetary incentives there may be safety
factors to consider - Mr Bentley reminded the board, “the safest crossing is no crossing at all”, but ultimately this is a
voluntary action. With the steep grade on the North track, it is the road authority (Village) responsibility to reduce
grade if DOT deems necessary in the future. Trustee Pond questioned what the final closure appearance. Chief
Whipple expressed lighting and signage concerns. Ossola provided a few options, if the board voted to move
forward with the closure. Village Clerk will contact ICC Aaron Tolliver and will report back on findings.

Stier, seconded by Pond, made a motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:46 pm.
Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Laxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Stier, seconded by Carper, made a motion to close the executive session at 8:07 pm.
Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Laxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Roll Call in Regular Open Session 8:07 pm

PRESENT: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon (remotely), Pond, Skiles, Stier and President Lanham
ABSENT: None

Also Present Clerk Ries

No action taken from the executive session.

Adjournment: Stier, seconded by Carper, made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m. MOTION CARRIED
6-0



