
Hello Sheffield Residents and Friends, 
 
We are starting a newsletter of sorts to try to further keep transparent the business of our 
Village and to keep our residents updated as to what is new/important in our little town. 
 
For those of you who don’t know me well, let me give you a very short introduction.  I have lived 
in Sheffield my whole life except for one year as a teenager when my family moved to Florida. 
My husband, Cleo and I have been married for 51 years and raised our family in Sheffield, 
which was an awesome place to raise kids….and still is!  We have 3 children: David, who runs 
the meat counter at Royal here in town; Matthew, who manages a wealth management team for 
RBC in northern Virginia, and Megan, who is a CEO of a group of businesses in Boston.  We 
also have 5 wonderful grandchildren, who we miss dearly as they all live out East.  I was an 
office manager in the medical field for many years and retired in 2009.  At that point, my 
husband and I managed the local food pantry for 8 years.  Now I am your Mayor, serving an 
interim term until the election in April, 2021. 
 
Here are some things coming up in the near future that you should know about: 
 

1.  The Trustees have approved a ban on leaf burning in Sheffield, which will begin 10 days 
after the September 14, 2020 meeting.  We have had so many complaints over the last 
several years consisting of burning in the streets, with smoke blocking vision while 
driving, burning on windy days with smoke drifting into other’s homes, burning on 
Sundays and Mondays, which is NEVER allowed, unattended fires, again never allowed, 
etc.  The Trustees made the decision to ban leaf burning to do away with all of the 
complaints and to help keep the smoky air from exacerbating lung conditions for people 
with asthma and other lung ailments.  To assist with this new ordinance, the Village has 
purchased large bags to collect the leaves, which will be available for purchase at our 
cost at the village office...please contact Adrienne at the Village office if you wish to 
purchase the bags.  The town crew will pick up the bags on a weekly basis, with the day 
yet to be decided.  We will let you know more of the details on this following the 
September board meeting. 
 

2. The water meter project ( possible with an Illinois EPA loan, part of which was forgivable 
and the other part paid back over 20 years with a very low interest rate) is progressing 
nicely.  Most of the west part of town has been completed and the east side will begin in 
the next day or so.   You will be contacted by the office to set up a date/time to have 
your new meter installed - NOTE - New meters will calculate usage in Gallons.  These 
meters will replace the 30 year old meters that have become very unreliable in 
accurately measuring water usage for the Village.  Many of you have had your 
bi-monthly bill estimated for many months, or even years as your meter was no longer 
working at all.  Two things will occur with the new meters...the Village will have an 
accurate picture of the water usage in our town and owners will be notified much more 
quickly if they should have a water leak.  Previously, many were unaware of a costly 



water leak until they received their bill, which was every other month.  Now we will be 
aware of an unexpected jump in water usage within a few days to a week at the most. 
These meters are read remotely, so the town crew can actually grab the data as they 
make the garbage run each Friday and Monday.  Any anomaly can be quickly 
discovered and the user notified.  The whole process is running very smoothly.  As you 
know, Tim Ries, from Sheffield, was awarded the contract for the install from the water 
meter company.  He has been in many (most) homes in Sheffield already and most of 
you already know him, so much better than having had someone unknown to all of us 
awarded the contract!  An important change to keep in mind with the new meters:  the 
water usage will now be measured in gallons, rather than cubic feet. There is presently 
no change in the water rate you are currently billed.  I am pleased with how our residents 
have responded and want to thank all of you who already have your new meters for your 
great cooperation! Sheffield just has the best folks! 
 

3. The Sheffield water tower project, which is funded by the same Illinois EPA program will 
begin within the next two weeks.  I am so looking forward to the tower being cleaned, 
inside and outside and a new paint job applied!  The tower has been an eyesore for 
awhile now.  It will be great to have a new, clean look, sporting the town logo also! 
 
 

4. The Village is also in the process of applying for a Community Development Block 
Grant,( available through the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity) to upgrade our sanitary sewer system.  This grant has funds available up to 
$550,000, which we would not be required to pay back.  The application work is being 
completed and is due on September 30th.  We should expect to hear about the status of 
our application in December or January.  If our application is accepted, this would be a 
great project for Sheffield.  In essence, we would construct an additional lagoon to hold 
overflow water until it can be safely returned to our present lagoon.  This would greatly 
diminish excess water backing up in our system and also filling ditches here in town. 
 

5. I am urging the Sheffield residents and anyone visiting our town to continue to be 
mindful of the precautions put into place to keep Covid numbers down.  As you probably 
know, Bureau County has seen an uptick in diagnosed cases and is now on the Warned 
list of counties.  Our Board has banned any event held on village properties through the 
end of 2020.  The Village Hall is not available for any parties or family dinners, etc. 
through the end of this year, due to safety issues. Our scheduled board meetings are 
now being held there, instead of Zoom, at least for the time being.  If our numbers 
increase much more, we will consider Zoom again.  Please follow the simple precautions 
to keep our residents safe, especially our elderly who are at such risk.  Wear your 
masks, keep a safe social distance and if you are feeling any symptoms, get tested.  We 
are doing what we can, as your elected officials to keep our numbers down, but we 
cannot do it without the help of all of you!  We value each and every one of you and 
don’t want to see anyone here become seriously ill!  



6.  


