
Village of Sheffield  
Village Board Mtg 
October 12, 2020 

7 pm 
  

Determining that a quorum was present, President Mary Lanham called the regular 
meeting to order at 7  pm and directed Clerk Ries to call the roll. 
Roll Call 
PRESENT: Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier, Cernovich (arriving at 7:30 pm) 
ABSENT:   Carper 
Also present - Police Chief Whipple and Superintendent Shipp and Chamlin & Assoc 
Engineer Adam Ossola 
        
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Public Comment:  President Lanham continued with the Public portion of the meeting.  
She welcomed Sheila Yespsen, representing Sheffield Pride.  Yepsen presented an 
opportunity for the Village to partner with Sheffield Pride to install new sidewalks 
throughout  Veterans/School Park.  Yepsen stated due to the future disbanding of 
Sheffield Pride the organization has approximately $10,000 to help fund the proposed 
project.  Lanham welcomed Pat Stier also on the comment sign up.  She voiced her 
hope to not take the flagstone out of the park and her concerns of potholes throughout 
the Village and commented on audit reimbursement. 

Board Reports: Board reviewed reports in board packet.  

Chief Whipple presented his report.  He added he will not be present at the November 
9th meeting due to women’s self defense class held at Cornerstone Wellness Center.  
Lanxon questioned Whipple regarding feedback received with the additional stop sign 
placement.  Whipple stated people are seeing the results and have requested more. 

The Village Clerk presented her report.  Ries announced Halloween times for Trick or 
Treat on October 31st.  Skiles asked about reimbursement to the band fund from Food 
Pantry and Pride since their events were cancelled.  Ries introduced representatives for 
the Agenda Item 5.13  for possible purchase of a  new Electronic Message Center.  
Barry Cox representing Turnroth Sign Co/Watchfire Signs.  His quote used the existing 
Village sign to create the electronic message center.  Sarah Sights representing ODG 
Owen Design Group/Daktronics presented her quote which included an entire new sign 
cabinet for the electronic message center.  Both quotes included overall dimensions and 
other details. 

Public Works Manager report presented.   Shipp reported numerous new curb box and 
stops that were inoperable were  replaced in conjunction with the meter replacements. 
Shipp commented on the water meter project listed as a priority.  Lanxon questioned the 
System status report.  Lanxon asked about the remainder of meter installs and 



projected completion.  Skiles questioned progress on the West Park restrooms, 
winterization of splash pad, and potholes.   

Discussion/Action Items: 
Lanxon, seconded by Skiles, made a motion to approve the September 14, 2020 
regular board meeting and the September 22, 2020 special meeting minutes.    
MOTION CARRIED 4-0 

Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to approve payment of regular bills and 
payroll October 12, 2020. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper, Cernovich  MOTION CARRIED 4-0 

Lanxon, seconded by Pond, made a motion to approve payment of TIF bills October 
12, 2020.  
Roll Call:  
AYES: Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Lanham  
NAYS:  None 
ABSTAIN:  Stier 
ABSENT:   Carper, Cernovich  MOTION CARRIED 4-0-1 

Lanxon, seconded by Pond, made a motion to transfer ⅓ of audit expense ($3000) 
from Water and Sewer Funds for FY2019 & FY2020 to General Fund per the auditor 
recommendation. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 
Lanxon, seconded by Cernovich, made a motion to sign a new 3 year agreement with 
TEST, Inc for Licensed Operator services for water and sewer. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Lanxon, seconded by Skiles, made a motion to approve pay request #3 for the IEPA 
Loan Water Program which included a request from Operation Services for Meter 
Replacement totalling  $48,111.30. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 



Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to approve final pay estimate and change 
order for MFT Seal Coat project to Porter Bros  $5,509.03 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Lanham presented Ordinance 2020-10-12-01, an ordinance Relating to Dangerous & 
Unsafe Buildings.  Lanxon questioned when this ordinance would come into play.  Ries 
explained this ordinance is the first step to removing abandoned buildings and possibly 
getting help from other agencies monetarily.   

Lanxon, seconded by Cernovich made a motion to approve ordinance 2020-10-12-01 
Relating to Dangerous & unsafe Buildings. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Lanham presented the proposed Ordinance 2020-10-12-02, an Amendment Relating to 
Nuisances.  Lanham stated a slight change was made since last month's ordinance 
presentation.  Lanham and Lanxon agreed with the Village attorney, the necessity for 
more specific language regarding unacceptable items and procedure of abating.    
   
Lanxon, seconded by Cernovich made a motion to approve Ordinance 2020-10-12-02, 
an Amendment Relating to Nuisances. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Lanham requested Chief Whipple brief the board on additional requests for more 
stop signs.  Whipple referenced his original stop sign proposal from a couple years 
ago.   Whipple suggested the board continue with the original proposal, when adding 
new signs throughout the Village.  The original plan - which was safety driven-placed a 
stop sign every two blocks.  Mill Rd and Reed Street intersection was discussed.  Chief 
Whipple advised against creating a 3-way due to the degree of incline on eastbound Mill 
Rd.  President Lanham asked the board if there was board interest in adding additional 
stop signs .   

Skiles, seconded by Cernovich made a motion to add a stop sign on Mill Rd at the 
Reed St intersection to make the intersection a 3 way. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Pond, Skiles, Lanham 
NAYS:  Lanxon, Stier 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 4-2 



Cernovich asked Whipple’s opinion regarding a stop sign at the south end of the 100 blk 
of Main Street.  Whipple reminded the board his original plan was to have a stop sign 
every 2 blocks - a plan based on safety.  Skiles agreed Main Street needs a stop sign. 
Cernovich, seconded by Lanxon made a motion to add a stop sign on Main Street at 
the Atkinson intersection to make it a 4 way intersection. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Skiles, seconded by Cernovich made a motion to add a stop sign on Adams St at the 
Cook St intersection to make the intersection a 4 way intersection at the corner of 
Veterans/School park. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Ries reminded the board of a request from a resident for consideration of a stop sign at 
Church and Chestnut.  Ries read the request from Richard Hickey. 

Lanxon, seconded by Stier made a motion to add a stop sign on Park Street at the 
Chestnut intersection, he then revised his motion to add a stop sign on Park street at 
the Walnut intersection. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Lanxon requested the board not place any more stop signs in the near future. 

The United Methodist Church requested the alley be a one way for the night of their 
Turkey Dinner for better traffic flow. 

Stier, seconded by Skiles made the motion for the one way on the night of United 
Methodist Church for Turkey Dinner.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

OSF and Western Bureau Co Food Pantry requested the Village allow their mobile unit 
to park on Main Street for screenings.  Board consensus agreed this was acceptable. 

President Lanham brought up community center holiday rentals throughout 2020 and 
what the board would allow.  Skiles was concerned with proper sanitizing and limiting of 
group size.  The small organizations currently using the community center are following 
guidelines.  Pond suggested allowing the holiday rentals with the stipulation the Village 
is not liable.   



Pond,  seconded by Cernovich made a motion to allow rentals throughout the holiday, 
capacity of 35 people and everyone following CDC guidelines .   
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Stier  
NAYS:  Skiles 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 4-1 

Lanham explained the Village has been allotted $38,200 through the CURE Program.  
To date the Village has spent approximately $5000.  The Electronic Message Center is 
an approved item through the CURE program.  The new sign would be an upgrade to 
our existing sign and allow for instant messages remotely.  After discussing both quotes 
and all the options available, Lanxon, seconded by Pond made a motion to accept the 
ODG quote for an Electronic Message Center for $41,570. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Cernovich, seconded by Lanxon made a motion to partner with Sheffield Pride and 
accept the offer to use their $10,000 of available funds for the installation of sidewalks in 
Veteran/School Park and will pay for the concrete and materials with the stipulation the 
flagstone will be saved.  This includes a new sidewalk to the restrooms and again  
noted the importance of repurposing the existing flagstone for a future project. 
Roll Call: 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Lanham 
NAYS:  Skiles, Stier 
ABSENT:   Carper  MOTION CARRIED 4-2 

Lanxon, seconded by Cernovich, made a motion to enter into the executive session at 
8:35 pm for the purpose of the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 
performance or dismissal of specific employees of the public body.    
Roll Call:  
AYES: Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Carper  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Roll Call in Regular Open Session 8:58 pm 
PRESENT:  Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier and President Lanham  
ABSENT:  Carper 
Also Present Clerk Ries 

Lanxon, seconded by Cernovich, made a motion to approve the September 14, 2020 
executive session minutes  
Roll Call:  



AYES: Cernovich, Laxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Carper   MOTION CARRIED 5-0   

Adjournment:  Stier, seconded by Cernovich, made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 
9:00 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED  5-0


