
Village of Sheffield  
Village Board Mtg 

September 14, 2020 
7 pm 

  
Determining that a quorum was present, President Mary Lanham called the regular 
meeting to order at 7  pm and directed Clerk Ries to call the roll. 
Roll Call 
PRESENT: Carper, Cernovich (remotely) Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier 
ABSENT:   None   
Also present - Police Chief Whipple and Superintendent Shipp  
        
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Public Comment:  President Lanham continued with the Public portion of the 
meeting.She welcomed Tiffany Johnson, who addressed the board for further 
consideration for her 2 parcels be removed from the Sheffield  TIF District.  She stated 
she would prefer her taxes go to other governing bodies.  She also questioned why an 
actual vote had not been taken.  Lanham explained the board discussed her request 
and no board member saw the need put on the agenda for further action.  Pat Stier 
thanked the Village for replacing Vet/School Park. She also questioned why signs at 
Village entrances were not lit.  Shipp explained the bulbs continue to burn out. 
Brian Couch questioned possible Village resident violations at 503 S Reed street and 
what the Village would be doing to eliminate the nuisances at the Reed Street property. 

Board Reports: Board reviewed reports in board packet. . 

Chief Whipple presented his report. He briefed the board on a recent arrest.  He asked 
the board to consider hiring the candidate he recommended as an additional part-time 
officer.  

The Village Clerk presented her report.  Ries noted two corrections to minutes – She 
also asked for board direction regarding 2020 fall clean and what board wants to charge 
for bags available to residents for leaf collection. After discussion, It was decided to pick 
up bagged leaf collection on Monday’s through the leaf collection season.  The Village 
will charge their  “cost” for leaf bags, which is currently 5 for $4.  Trustee Lanxon 
suggested offering weekly leaf collection by the Public Works Department as an option 
regardless of a potential ban on leaf burning.  Shipp will set Fall Clean Up in the 
upcoming weeks per board direction.  Lanham informed the board of Village of Sheffield 
Allocation of COVID19 funds amounting to over $38,000 for COVID eligible expenses.  
It was agreed to include as an action item for the October meeting to reimburse tby 
transfer to the General Fund for Water/Sewer portion of the audit expense.  $6,000 each 
account for FY2019 audit paid in FY2020 and FY2020 paid in FY2021. 

Public Works Manager report presented.   Shipp reported numerous new curb box and 
stops that were inoperable replaced in conjunction with the meter replacements. Shipp 



commented on the water meter project.  Lanxon asked about the status of the West 
Park restrooms project.  Shipp stated this project will continue in the coming week.  
Skiles questioned the winterization of Splash Pad.  Shipp will put a valve in to drain 
back as well as blow lines out.  The old craft box masonry quote was again discussed 
regarding the exposed common wall.  Lindbeck Masonry will cap, brick and coat the 
sidewall for $8,000 and  the Metal Contractor will install a metal cap on top of the wall 
for $3,100..  This will be discussed during the action item on the agenda pertaining to 
the options for the old craft box site.   Mary asked Ries to explain how the new meters 
are capturing usages and how we are notifying customers of potential leaks shortly after 
they are detected instead of 2 months later at billing time. 

Discussion/Action Items: 
Lanxon, seconded by Stier,  made a motion to approve the corrected August 10, 2020 
regular board meeting - two corrections noted by Clerk Ries.   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Stier, seconded by Pond, made a motion to approve payment of regular bills and payroll 
September 14, 2020.   Skiles questioned COVID Tablet purchase.  Ries and Lanham 
explained the tablet was purchased as a portable device for office related work and a 
COVID related expense as well as serving as a backup for meter readings needed. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   None  MOTION CARRIED 6-0 
Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to open a new checking account for IL EPA 
Loan Program expenditure purposes.  Ries stated Village has not received any money 
to date and is waiting on the August board approved pay request.  She will check on 
status now that there is an account for money to be deposited. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   None  MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Lanxon, seconded by Carper, made a motion to approve pay request #2 for the IEPA 
Loan Water Program which included a request from Operation Services for Meter 
Replacement totalling  $57,968.10 which includes a change order for meter upgrade at 
water filter plant. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   None  MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Lanham presented Resolution R2020-09-14-01 – Right of reversal for the old GTE 
building located in the west alley of 300 block of South Main.  Lanxon, seconded by 
Carper, made a motion to release the property now that the building has been removed. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  



NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   None  MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Lanham presented Leaf Burning Ordinance 2020-09-14-01 put into Ordinance form 
after agreement to proceed at the August meeting.  Carper voiced concern that the 
bagging policy and logistics was not included in the ordinance presented for approval.  
Ries explained the bag option is an alternative but not necessary to be included in the 
burn ordinance.  President Lanham suggested educating residents through information 
on  how collection will take place and what resident options will be.  Lanxon expressed 
concern of burn barrels and how the health concern differs for burn barrels vs. leaf 
burning.  He also questioned the enforcement of the leaf ban.  President Lanham 
reminded all trustees they can enforce the ordinance. Lanham called for a motion.  
Lanxon, seconded by Pond, made a motion to accept Ordinance 2020-09-14-01 to 
Amend the Ordinance regarding Burning.  
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Pond, Lanham 
NAYS:  Lanxon, Skiles, Stier 
ABSENT:   None  MOTION CARRIED 4-3 

President Lanham explained the proposed Ordinance 2020-09-14-02  amends the 
current ordinance and includes new language to be more specific of individual 
nuisances.  Chief Whipple explained that under recent    Supreme Court action, if a law 
or ordinance is too vague, it is like not having an ordinance at all.  Carper voiced 
concern over some language regarding RV’s. and trailers.  Chief Whipple further 
explained the intent of this Ordinance is to address the repeat offender nuisance 
properties not properly licenced Rv’s, trailers etc.  Carper also questioned the “toys and 
burn barrels” listed in the proposed ordinance.  Carper requested the proposed 
Nuisance Ordinance be adjusted either by language taken out or reworded and 
presented at the October Meeting.  Whipple reminded the board that some of the 
enforcement comes down to a judgement call in deciding if it is a violation and ultimately 
the board directs the police department regarding said enforcement.  Whipple 
addressed Pond’s question regarding who suggested the Ordinance be so specific by 
stating the Village Attorney because of case law and specifically what type of ordinance 
would be disallowed.  Clerk stated the Attorney used over twenty pictures of nuisances 
to compile the list and draft the proposed ordinance that would stand up in court.   
Cernovich added the proposed ordinance allows for Court procedure and authorizes the 
court to put an order in place that authorizes the Village to clean up a property as well 
as collecting fines issued if found guilty and possibly garnishing wages if necessary.  
The State IDROP system could also be utilized.  Cernovich agreed with Chief Whipple 
that if you remove words then you will not be able to enforce that particular nuisance.   
President Lanham asked that any trustee wanting changes to send specific wording to 
Clerk Ries.  Cernovich reminded the board that since we now have the opportunity to 
have the court handle the nuisance the judge can be the one to determine if there is an 
actual nuisance on a case by case basis at the judge’s discretion.  



Stier, seconded by Carper, made a motion to table Nuisance Ordinance until next 
meeting. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   None  MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Lanham again reminded all board members to get any additions or deletions to Clerk 
Ries as soon as possible so they can be implemented in the Nuisance Ordinance for 
the October Meeting. 

Lanham presented the Ordinance Amending the Ordinance Relating to Water & Sewer 
services.  This includes changing rates from cubic feet measurement to gallon 
measurement with the new water meters.  It also includes metering or if no additional 
meter exists, a minimum bill for each dwelling unit.  Allowing businesses to purchase an 
additional meter to measure for water only and allowing for pool fills.  Skiles questioned 
the language for 5 residences to be grandfathered for the second meter.  Clerk 
clarified.  Cernovich questioned the ability to turn an individual off in a building where 
there are multiple users but one curb stop. Ries explained the best option would be to 
have a service line and meter for every user.  The Engineer offered an alternative which 
would meter the entire building and then additional user would be billed a minimum bill.  
The Village attorney also agreed this is an acceptable practice.  Cernovich voiced 
concern that is illegal in the State of Illinois for a landlord to disconnect utility services.  
Only utility companies are able to disconnect services, in the particular instance, with 
permission from the landlord.  Lanham and Lanxon were in agreement.  Ries reminded 
everyone that it is in the best interest of the property owner to allow this practice due to 
the responsibility of any unpaid renters bill falling back onto the landlord.   

Cernovich voiced his disapproval of the VIllage’s policy holding the landlord responsible 
for outstanding bills due by a renter.  Ries reminded Cernovich there was nothing 
regarding Landlord/Renter deposit responsibilities in this particular ordinance.   

Lanxon, seconded by Pond, made a motion to approve Ordinance renumbered to 
2020-09-14-02 - An Amendment Relating to Water & Sewer Services. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS: Cernovich 
ABSENT:   None  MOTION CARRIED 5-1 

Due to Ordinance regarding Dangerous and Unsafe Buildings not being ready by the 
beginning of the meeting it is being postponed until the October meeting. 
   
Discussion resumed from earlier during the office reports regarding the current state of 
the common wall of the old “craft box” building. Current bids total $11,100.  Stier voiced 
his concern for completion before winter.  Cernovich asked for clarification of what work 



would actually be done.  According to Shipp, the Village would tear old plaster off and 
the entire wall would be refaced.  Shipp questioned how long current plaster would hold 
up in the elements.  Pond questioned what bare minimum repairs needed to be done in 
order to fulfill the Village’s obligation.  Refacing wall bid is $2,000 and remaining brick 
work is $6,000.  Pond encouraged Shipp to look into other options.  Cernovich offered 
to contact mason Wamhoff from LaMoille for a quote.  Shipp stated the mason work 
must be done before the metal cap.  Lanxon suggested proposing a maximum amount 
for the entire wall to keep the project moving forward.  Cernovich left the meeting.  
Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to complete the wall but not exceed 
$11,100. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  Cernovich   MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Trustee Skiles requested the additional stop signs be put on the October meeting 
agenda due to more resident concerns. 

Carper, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to enter into the executive session at 8:38 
pm for the purpose of the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 
performance or dismissal of specific employees of the public body.    
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Cernovich  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Stier, seconded by Carper, made a motion to close the executive session at 9:17 
pm.and return to open session.  
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Cernovich   MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Roll Call in Regular Open Session 9:18 pm 
PRESENT:  Carper, Lanxon, Pond,, Skiles, Stier and President Lanham  
ABSENT:  Cernovich 
Also Present Clerk Ries 

Stier, seconded by Carper, made a motion to hire, as recommended by Chief Whipple, 
Adam Burroughs as part-time police officer at $18 per hour. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Lanxon   MOTION CARRIED 5-0 



Carper, seconded by Pond, made a motion to approve the August 10, 2020 executive 
session minutes  
Roll Call:  
AYES: Carper, Laxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Cernovich   MOTION CARRIED 5-0   

Adjournment:  Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 
9:20 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED  5-0 


