Village of Sheffield
Village Board Mtg
July 13, 2020
7 pm

Determining that a quorum was present, President Mary Lanham called the regular meeting to order at 7
pm and directed Clerk Ries to call the roll.

Roll Call

PRESENT: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond remotely, Skiles, Stier

ABSENT: Also present - Police Chief Whipple and Superintendent Shipp and Engineers Mike Perry & Adam
Ossola

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Public Comment: President Lanham continued with the Public portion of the meeting. Lanham moved to
board reports after asking Public if there were any concerns that needed to be brought to the board's attention.

Board Reports: Board reviewed reports in board packet. .

Chief Whipple presented his report. Chief added two court convictions for Village Ordinance Violations as well
complaints of speeding vehicles within the Village to his report.

Office Manager reports presented. Ries added there will be a Public Hearing for the CDBG Public
Infrastructure Grant August 10, 2020 at 6:30 pm before the regular monthly meeting, a requirement for the
$550,000 grant the Village will be applying for in the coming months. - Ries also mentioned Tractor Pull Annual
Lease Agreement and possible board consideration to Amend payment amount for 2020. Lanxon requested it
be on the August Agenda. Board acknowledged an individual’s interest in purchasing Village property on Park
Street.

Public Works Manager reports presented. Lanxon acknowledged the Public Works Departments efforts
regarding the new Dollar General pathway. Engineer Ossola informed the board the seal coat team will be in
the Village within the next week. Skiles questioned the lift station generator's ability to keep up during the last
storm power outage. Shipp will continue searching for a mason or contractor to finish the old craft box wall.
Skiles questioned the Village outsourcing trucking for rock. Shipp stated a cost savings to the Village by using
a semi truck to haul one load vs multiple 8 ton loads. Lanxon agreed that if it is cost effective then there
shouldn’t be a problem contract for hauling. EPA contacted the Village regarding a complaint of dumping. A
cable has been placed to eliminate access other than the yard waste area.. There is also a problem with
people dumping illegal materials at the yard waste burn site. Shipp suggested purchasing some cameras to
better control dumping. Lanham stated any residents that witness out of town or illegal dumping should report
it, as we would hate to lose the ability to dump yard waste entirely.

Cernovich inquired about the accessibility of the new restrooms to the public at Veterans Park. Shipp
confirmed new restrooms were open and unlocked.. Splash Pad is now operational after replacing the
electrical panel and resolving other electrical issues. Thompson Electrical donated 5 LED lights for tennis
courts at Veterans Park while he was doing other electrical work at Park. Cernovich also asked what was
decided regarding St Patrick Church Parking lot issues on Atkinson. Shipp will address this issue in the future.

Shipp met with contractors for OSF’s proposed New Medical Facility. Further discussion with OSF contractor
and Village engineer regarding a new water main to building site and who incurs those expenses will take
place in the coming months.. Skiles inquired on previously board approved new Stop signs at Mill road and
Washington Street. Shipp will get signs ordered. Lanham suggested reviewing traffic issues and potentially



installing additional stop signs on Mason and Reed Streets.
Shipp stated he would get a tree removal list and map to the board.

Engineer Report included Mike Perry’s update on the Water Tower Project. Due to COVID 19 and
unemployment rates under Il Labor Laws, all government contracts issued in the State of lllinois require
awards to be issued to lllinois contractors. After communication between the Village Attorney and EPA, Perry
suggested, based on EPA’s direction, disqualifying low bidder Central Tank Coatings, due to residing
out-of-state and awarding the Water Tower Recoating contract to the second low bidder, Putnam Co. Painting,
Inc . The radio antenna portion of the project has been removed from the project for now. If the monies are
available we can add the antenna back into the project at a later date. Perry calculated the worst case
scenario, this increased bid amount could calculate out to an additional 5 cents per month per bill over the next
20 years.

Engineer Perry reported on the $500,000 - $600,000 CDBG project that will resolve the Village’'s excessive
Inflow and infiltration issue. He reminded the board CDBG is free money to the Village with no match other
than engineering design costs.

Engineer Adam Ossola updated the board on the Main Street Business District Project funded with TIF
revenues and presented an initial concept drawing. Ossola stated the end goal will be to make all entrances
ADA compliant. The total project estimate, at this time for sidewalks, streets, lighting is $300,000 - $400,000.
President Lanham suggested the board visit Utica IL, as Sheffield’s concept somewhat mirrors Utica’s
business district.

Discussion/Action Items:
Lanxon, seconded by Skiles, made a motion to approve the June 8, 2020 regular board meeting minutes as
well as April 13, 2020 & May 11, 2020 Executive Minutes after board review.. MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanxon, seconded by Cernovich, made a motion to approve payment of regular bills and payroll July 13, 2020.
Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Engineer Perry commented on Water Operator, Joe Glynn, with TEST, Inc request to upgrade the controls at
the filter plant. These upgrades are standard in most plants. CI&S Controls proposed upgrade will cost
$21,500, with VFD’s to be installed in the future as well as a bypass to the Aeration Tank in the water plant.
This most likely will involve waterline repiping. Cernovich, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to approve the
$21,500 expenditure for Control Upgrade to Water Plant

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Application to Ameren for energy incentives for VFD motors reviewed and submitted by the Village once
completed.

Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to approve the Low Bid for IEPA Water Meter Replacement Project
to Operations Services in the amount of $264,526.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanxon, seconded by Cernovich, made a motion to approve the second Low Bid for IEPA Water Tower



Recoating Project to Putnam Co. Paintings due to Il Dept of Unemployment Labor laws requiring bids be
awarded to in-state contractors, in the amount of $169,650.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to approve the IEPA Loan Agreement in the amount of
$479,551.78.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanxon, seconded by Cernovich, made a motion to approve Resolution R2020-07-13-01 Regarding the
release of closed session minutes.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanxon, seconded by Cernovich, made a motion to approve Resolution R2020-07-13-02 Authorizing the
destruction of Audio Recording closed meetings.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

After President Lanham read a portion of the proposed Amended Ordinance, Lanxon, seconded by Cernovich,
made a motion to approve Ordinance 2020-07-13-01 an ordinance of the Village of Sheffield, Bureau County,
lllinois to amend prior ordinance number 2020-05-26-01 which authorizes the Village to borrow total funding of
$500,000.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Cernovich, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to deposit matured Water CD#26423 in the amount of
$3,724.99 into the Village Water Fund.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Cernovich, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance 2020-07-13-02, the fiscal
year 2021 Appropriations Ordinance. Skiles noted extra money in the sidewalks category. Ries explained all
expected and potential expenditures must be included in state mandated annual appropriations.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Board discussed future Events Requests to be held on Village property in 2020-this included a revised event
proposal for Thrive on Main, postponed originally from May 2020. Lanham reiterated the Village Attorney
McGrath’s opinion originally received in Tractor Pull Event discussion and the Village liability risk as



documented by Village Attorney and Village Insurance carrier due to COVID 19 lllinois mandates.

Skiles, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to follow lllinois safety guidelines for COVID19, and not approve
or allow any event on Village properties throughout the calendar year 2020.

Lanham asked for discussion. Cernovich agreed with not wanting to put Village residents at risk. He asked
the board to consider the event organizers efforts to be compliant by meeting lllinois and county guidelines.
He further asked “who determines compliance”? Cernovich encouraged the board to make the determination
for allowing the event based on being compliant. Lanxon stated he did not feel at this time any event of more
than 50 would be in compliance under COVID IL Phase IV guidelines. Lanham followed up by stating the
Village Board, under guidance of the Village Attorney and Insurance company, as well as taking Village
residents safety into account should act responsibly for residents welfare. After further discussion she stated
that ultimately it is the Village Board’s responsibility for making a determination on what takes place on Village
property after reviewing all the facts. Furthermore, these unusual circumstances, created by the COVID19
Pandemic, require abnormal steps to be taken by the board for the 2020 calendar year. President Lanham
communicated her reasoning for board consideration for the rest of 2020 to alleviate further discussion in
future months, as well as related attorney fees that would be incurred. Lanham asked Skiles to restate her
motion before calling for the vote.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: Cernovich

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 5-1

Board discussed the condition of Village sidewalks. With the help of some village residents, sidewalks were
given a rating on a scale, to determine priority for replacement. Once the board has time to analyze the report,
the board can come up with an overall replacement plan. Lanham encouraged the board to consider a new
sidewalk program allowing the residents to ask for assistance, with the Village paying 100% concrete costs
with prior Village approval, noting the old sidewalk program only allowed for 50% of entire concrete costs. The
board emphasized the need to educate property owners regarding sidewalks and the fact that nothing can be
done to the sidewalk at a residents property without prior Village approval.

Cernovich, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to establish a sidewalk assistance replacement program
allowing property owners to request assistance from the Village for 100% concrete costs reimbursed by the
village for sidewalk installed to established specifications.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Cernovich led a discussion on leaf burning and asked for board consideration to amend the current ordinance
that allows leaf burning due to health hazards or at the very least, have better guidelines for residents to follow.
This may include trustees enforcing. Lanxon suggested a possible collection, using brown paper bags to be
picked up by Public Works. It was decided to add to the August agenda for possible action.

Ordinance Committee Cernovich and Carper, updated the Board on their progress regarding review and
priority assessment of Sheffield Village Code. Carper will send Ries documents to provide to the entire board
for board input. Entire board evaluation and possible amendments to take place in the future.

Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to enter into the executive session at 9:04 pm for the purpose of
the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees of the
public body.

Roll Call:

AYES: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None MOTION CARRIED 6-0



Lanxon seconded by Stier, made a motion to close the executive session at 9:16 pm.and return to open
session.

Roll Call in Regular Open Session 9:17 pm

PRESENT: Carper, Cernovich, Lanxon, Pond remotely, Skiles, Stier and President Lanham
ABSENT: None

Also Present Clerk Ries

Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to increase employee, Miguel Munoz rate of pay by $2, for a new
hourly wage rate of $12 per hour based on job performance.

Adjournment: Stier, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 p.m. MOTION
CARRIED 6-0



