
Village   of   Sheffield   
Village   Board   Mtg  

May   11,   2020  
ZOOM   -   COVID19  

 
Determining   that   a   quorum   was   present,   President   Mary   Lanham,   presiding   in   Community   Center   Common  
Area,   called   the   regular   meeting   to   order   at   7pm   with   all   Trustees   attending   via    ZOOM   Meeting   due   to  
COVID19    and   shelter   in   place   (No   more   than   10   people   gathered   in   public   area   maintaining   6’   separation)   -  
and   directed   Clerk   Ries   to   call   the   roll.    Ries   were   present   in   the   Village   Office.  
Roll   Call  
PRESENT :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier  
ABSENT :   None      Also   present   -   Police   Chief   Whipple   and   Superintendent   Shipp  
  
The   Pledge   of   Allegiance   was   recited.  
 
Public   Comment:     President   Lanham   continued   with   the   Public   portion   of   the   meeting.    Pat   Stier,   questioned  
when   the   pathway   from   Phylly’s   to   DG   would   be   complete   and   alley   work.    Lanham   informed   Stier   this   had  
already   been   addressed   and   confirmed   with   public   works,   that   it   is   on   the   list.    Stier,   representing   the   Rescue,  
thanked   the   Village   for   furnishing   them   with   a   key   to   fuel   tanks   and   for   mowing   the   Rescue   property.    With   no  
other   comments   or   names   on   sign   up,   Lanham   continued   to   the   board   reports.  
 
Board   Reports:    Board   reviewed   reports   in   board   packet.    Chief   Whipple   presented   his   report.     Lanxon  
questioned   the   progress   on   ordinance   violation   on   Reed   Street.    Whipple   clarified   the   initial   violation   was   for   an  
adjoining   property.   A   new   violation   has   been   issued   for   nuisance   on   Reed   Street   property.    Lanxon   questioned  
when   the   new   Stop   Sign   and   traffic   signs   would   be   installed   and   suggested   notification   on   the   website   so  
residents   are   aware   of   changes.  
 
Office   Manager   reports   presented.    Carper   questioned   PnL   total   amount   donated   from   the   band   fund.   Ries  
explained   this   was   in   the   report   for   the   entire   fiscal   year   2020.  
 
Public   Works   Superintendent   Shipp   presented   his   report.    Shipp   updated   the   board   on   Craft   Box/117   demo.  
He   suggested   the   Village   get   a   mason   and   to   finish   the   side   of   the   wall   as   well   as   capping   the   roof.    Public  
Works   will   be   completing   the   hauling   of   dirt   to   fill   the   existing   hole   in   the   next   week   or   two.    Skiles   questioned  
the   Ameren   truck   holding   up   a   light   pole   in   the   100   block   of   Main.    Lanham   updated   the   board   with   Ameren’s  
intention   of   setting   a   new   pole.    Skiles   also   was   concerned   with   potholes,   specifically   on   Reed   Street.    Shipp  
stated   this   would   be   done   in   the   coming   weeks   along   with   the   Dollar   General   path   addressed   earlier.  
Cernovich   asked   when   the   alleys   would   be   graded.    Shipp   responded   this   would   be   completed   in   the   next  
couple   weeks.  
 
Discussion/Action   Items:  
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,    made   a   motion   to   approve   the   April   13,   2020   regular   board   meeting   minutes.  
MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Skiles,   made   a   motion   to   approve   payment   of   regular   bills   and   payroll   May   11,   2020.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None    MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
 
Discussion   followed   regarding   a   request   from   Will   and   Heather   Shane,   to   purchase   parcel   #14-19-306-003  
from   the   Village,   the   old   GTE   building,   located   at   the   edge   of   their   310   S   Church   St   property   by   the   alley.  
Lanham   informed   the   board   that   Municipal   Attorney   McGrath   suggested   selling   the   parcel   by   Resolution.    One  
criteria   states   the   board   deems   the   sale   to   a   specific   party   in   the   best   interest   of   the   Village.    President   Lanham  
polled   the   trustees   with   a   roll   call   as   to   their   position   before   moving   forward   and   incurring   cost   related   to   this  
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proposed   sale.    The   entire   board   was   also   in   agreement   with   the   new   owners   being   required   to   tear   down   the  
building   and   remove   from   property   once   they   acquire.  
 
 
Stier   seconded   by   Skiles,   made   a   motion   to   abate   the   automatic   3%   increase   to   water/sewer   rates   for   fiscal  
year   2021   based   on   the   discussion   taken   at   the   April   meeting.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None    MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Lanham   presented   ordinance   2020-05-11-01   an   ordinance   authorizing   and   providing   for   the   Village   of  
Sheffield,   Bureau   County,   Illinois,   to   execute,   enter   into   and   perform   a   loan   agreement   with   the   Illinois  
Environmental   Protection   Agency   for   the   purpose   of   paying   a   part   of   the   costs   of   acquiring,   constructing,   and  
installing   various   capital   improvements,   including,   but   not   limited   to,   water   tower   rehabilitation   and   meter  
replacement   for   the   Village,   and   making   certain   covenants   in   providing   for   the   operation    of   the   Village  
Waterworks   system   and   the   pledge,   dedication,   collection,   segregation   and   distribution   of   the   revenues   to   be  
derived   from   the   operation   thereof.    Cernovich,   seconded   by   Lanxon,   made   a   motion   to   approve   the   ordinance  
2020-05-11-01   as   presented.  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None    MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Lanham   presented   the   Engagement   Letter   from   Hopkins   &   Associates   for   the   Fiscal   Year   2020   audit   not   to  
exceed   $9,000.    Lanxon,   seconded   by   Carper,   made   a   motion   to   accept   Hopkins   &   Associates   audit   proposal.  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None    MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
President   Lanham   asked   the   board   to   look   at   the   current   Liquor   License   Code   and   offered   suggestions   to  
amend   license   fees   due   to   the   State   of   Illinois   shut   down   for   the   COVID19   Pandemic.    She   suggested   waiving  
fees   for   those   license   holders   affected   as   a   way   for   the   Village   of   Sheffield   to   acknowledge   and   assist   in   a  
small   way   during   this   time   of   shutdown.    Trustee   Cernovich   suggested   the   Village   credit   those   license   holders  
affected   from   the   beginning   of   the   shutdown   and   pro-rate   new   licenses   once   they   are   able   to   return   to   serving  
alcohol   on   premise.    Cernovich,   seconded   by   Lanxon,   proposed   to   give   liquor   license   holders   a   credit   from  
previous   license   expired   on   April   30th   and   future   license   to   reflect   the   number   of   days   a   licensee   was   actually  
able   to   be   open   for   business   within   the   March-October   period   and   exempting   video   gaming   and   pool   table  
license   for   the   2021   fiscal   year.   
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None    MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Additional   bagger   equipment   purchase   for   use   at   the   cemetery   and   other   village   properties   was   discussed.  
According   to   Shipp,   the   proposed   bagger   will   alleviate   grass   on   headstones   and   leaves   piling   on   village  
properties.     Skiles   raised   questions   on   the   necessity   of   the   bagger   with   public   works   already   weed   eating   at  
the   cemetery   and   Cernovich   questioning   a   multi-purpose   piece   of   equipment   to   bag   clippings   as   well   as   a   vac  
system   to   pick   up   leaves   throughout   the   Village.    Lanxon   felt   the   bagger   would   help   the   cemetery   to   look   its  
best   by   removing   grass   from   property   vs   continually   mowing   over   the   cut   grass   time   after   time.  
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Regarding   the   leaf   pick   up,   Lanxon   felt   the   Village   does   not   have   the   manpower   to   offer   such   a   service.  
Lanxon   seconded   by   Carper,   and   made   a   motion   to   purchase   the   John   Deere   bagger   attachment   at   $3,448.  
Further   discussion   prior   to   roll   call   by   Trustee   Cernovich   expressing   his   concern   of   required   board   action   every  
month   for   new   equipment   requests   for   the   Village.    Trustee   Lanxon   and   President   Lanham   also   voiced   their  
concern   in   the   midst   of   the   unknown   future   finances,   due   to   the   COVID19   Pandemic.  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond  
NAYS :    Skiles,   Stier  
ABSENT:      None    MOTION   CARRIED   4-2  
 
The   Public   Works   Manager   Shipp   presented   a   tile   issue   concern   at   215   E   Mill   Rd.    Shipp   does   not   believe   it   is  
the   Village’s   responsibility   to   repair.    There   is   no   map   available   showing   anything..    After   speaking   to   former  
Superintendent   Porter,   who   feels   this   should   be   the   Village’s   responsibility,   Shipp   is   asking   for   board   direction.  
Lanxon   questioned   it   being   part   of   the   new   system.    Shipp   stated   it   is   part   of   the   old   combined   system.  
Lanham   voiced   his   concern   of   setting   a   precedent,   if   the   town   is   not   responsible   but   repairs   anyway.   
 
Skiles,   seconded   by   Lanxon,   made   a   motion   to   further   investigate   tile   to   see   whose   responsibility   this   problem  
actually   is..  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles  
NAYS :    None  
ABSTAIN:     Cernovich,   Stier  
ABSENT:      None     MOTION   CARRIED   4-0-2  
 
Thrive   on   Main   Event   requested   a   new   date,   August   1,   2020   due   to   the   cancellation   of   the   prior   date   during   the  
State   of   Illinois   May   Shelter   in   Place.    Lanxon,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   accept   the   new   date   for  
the   event.   
MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Cernovich   proposed   President   Lanham   and   the   board   consider   establishing   an   ordinance   committee   to   review  
some   of   the   current   ordinances   to   make   sure   they   are   current   and   able   to   accomplish   what   the   board   wishes.  
One   of   the   examples   Cernovich   gave   was   the   most   recent   117   S   Main   Street   Building   Demo   -   referring   to   the  
state   of   the   building   at   the   time   of   demo   and   as   a   result   no   longer   being   able   to   salvage.    Lanxon   also  
suggested   the   Village   Code   binder   be   updated.    Lanham   appointed   Cernovich.   Carper   also   volunteered   to  
serve   on   a   committee   to   review   ordinances.   
 
Stier   ,   seconded   byCernovich,   made   a   motion   to   enter   into   the   executive   session   at   8:20   pm   for   the  
purpose   of   the   appointment,   employment,   compensation,   discipline,   performance   or   dismissal   of   specific  
employees   of   the   public   body.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :    Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None,    MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Skiles,   seconded   by   Lanxon,   made   a   motion   to   close   the   executive   session   at   8:28   pm.and   return   to   open  
session.   
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :    Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None,    MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
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Roll   Call   in   Regular   Open   Session   via   Zoom   Meeting    at   8:30   pm  
PRESENT:     Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   and   President   Lanham   
ABSENT :    None  
Also   Present   Clerk   Ries  
 
Skiles,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion,   after   receiving   Chief   Whipple’s   recommendation   to   give   Officer  
LaGrange   be   given   a   $1.00    in   wage   increase   in   conjunction   with   her   annual   experience   raise.  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:       None      MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Cernovich   questioned   Chief   Whipple   on   intent   of   Village   Code   16-6-7C   and   Whipple’s   assessment   of   possible  
amendment   for   next   meeting.  
 
  
 
Adjournment:     Lanxon,   seconded   by   Cernovich,   made   a   motion   to   adjourn   the   meeting   at   8:46   p.m.    MOTION  
CARRIED    6-0  
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