
Village   of   Sheffield   
Village   Board   Mtg  

April   13,   2020  
 

Determining   that   a   quorum   was   present,   President   Mary   Lanham,   presiding   in   Community   Center   Common  
Area,   called   the   regular   meeting   to   order   at   7pm   with   all   Trustees   attending   via    ZOOM   Meeting   due   to  
COVID19    and   shelter   in   place   (No   more   than   10   people   gathered   in   public   area   maintaining   6’   separation)   -  
and   directed   Clerk   Ries   to   call   the   roll.  
Roll   Call  
PRESENT :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier  
ABSENT :   None      Also   present   -   Police   Chief   Whipple   and   Superintendent   Shipp  
  
The   Pledge   of   Allegiance   was   recited.  
Public   Comment:     President   Lanham   continued   with   the   Public   portion   of   the   meeting.    Pat   Stier,   who   was  
one   of   two   present   as   “public”,   requested   the   Village   consider   re-striping   the   center   North/South   lines   in   the  
100   block   of   South   Main   street.     Lanham   informed   Stier   this   had   already   been   addressed   and   was   on   the  
public   works   to   do   list.    Stier,   representing   the   Rescue,   requested   a   key   to   the   fuel   tanks   for   emergency   fill   up  
only.    Shipp   will   get   her   a   key.    With   no   other   comments   or   names   on   sign   up.    Lanham   continued   to   the   board  
reports.  
 
Board   Reports:    Board   reviewed   reports   in   board   packet.    Chief   Whipple   presented   his   report.    Cernovich  
asked   if   Whipple   was   aware   of   a   recent   complaint   of   a   vehicle   with   loud   music   racing   through   town   late   at  
night.     Whipple   informed   the   board   he   is   aware   and   officers   are   on   alert.    He   reminded   the   board   coverage   is  
limited   due   to   hours   the   present   officers   can   fulfill.     Whipple   provided   an   additional   quote   for   handhelds   for   the  
police   department   and   Village   weather   emergency   personnel.    He   expressed    wanting   to   go   with   a   company  
that   would   provide   local   support   of   the   equipment.  
 
Office   Manager   reports   presented.    Ries   reminded   the   board   of   a   potential   special   meeting   later   in   the   month  
for   the   approval   of   the   Bond   Ordinance   for   the   IEPA   loan.   No   questions.  
 
Public   Works   Superintendent   Shipp   presented   his   report.    He   asked   the   board   to   consider   upgrading   current  
weather   siren   to   be   able   to   activate   remotely   from   a   home   within   the   Village.    Skiles   asked   what   the    Fire  
Department’s   position   was   on   monitoring   the   weather   siren.    Lanxon   informed   the   board   at   one   time   the   Fire  
Department   offered   to   move   the   siren   controller   and   siren   to   the   Fire   Department,   but   at   that   time,   the   Village  
Board   had   no   interest.    Currently   the   Fire   Department   does   not   want   to   take   this   on.    Historically   it   was   part   of  
the   Superintendent’s   responsibility.    Since   Pickard’s   resignation,   no   one   has   been   taking   care   of   the   weather  
siren.   
 
Due   to   COVID19,   there   is   no   spotter   training   available.    Currently   the   Village   uses   Quad   City   Weather   and  
Buecomm   Dispatch   to   obtain   real   time   weather.    Further   discussion   regarding   controller   and   radio   in   agenda  
item   4.14.  
 
Lanxon   commended   the   Public   Works   Department   and   volunteers   Keith   &   Lynn   VanderMeersch   on   the   new  
steps   at   West   Park.  
 
Discussion/Action   Items:  
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Carper,    made   a   motion   to   approve   the   March   9,   2020   regular   board   meeting   minutes.  
MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   approve   payment   of   regular   bills   and   payroll   April   13,   2020.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None    MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
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Skiles,   seconded   by   Lanxon,   made   a   motion   to   approve   payment   of   TIF   bills   for   April   13,   2020.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :,   Carper,   Lanxon,   Pond,Skiles   and   Lanham  
NAYS :    None  
ABSTAIN:     Cernovich,    Stier  
ABSENT:     None       MOTION   CARRIED   5-0-2  
 
Discussion   followed   regarding   a   request   from   Will   and   Heather   Shane,   to   purchase   from   the   Village,   the   old  
GTE   building,   located   at   the   edge   of   their   310   S   Church   St   property   by   the   alley.      Lanxon   asked   Sif   the  
building   was   currently   utilized   by   public   works.    Shipp   stated   anything   currently   stored   in   the   building   could  
easily   be   relocated   to   other   village   owned   areas.    Ries   will   check   with   the   attorney   for   next   possible   steps..  
 
Discussion   of   the   automatic   3%   rate   increase   to   take   effect   with   the   June   2020   billing   without   board   action   to  
abate.    Lanham   presented   her   concerns   in   increasing   rates   right   now   in   light   of   the   COVID19   situation.  
Lanxon   brought   new   trustees   up   to   speed   regarding   the   previous   year   decision   to   abate   after   the   recent  
December   2018   increase.    Lanxon   stated   he   believes   it   is   the   board’s   responsibility   to   look   at   Water   and   Sewer  
fund   balances   yearly   and   allow   the   3%   to   occur   to   alleviate   being   in   a   similar   predicament   in   future   years   with  
the   rates.    He   recommended   the   board   be   diligent   about   setting   the   town   up   for   the   future   and   not   “just  
focusing   on   now”.    Due   to   the   COVID19   circumstance   and   unprecedented   “unknowns”   he   is   comfortable  
abating   the   automatic   increase   for   the   fiscal   2021   year.   The   board   concurred.     Ries   will   add   to   May   agenda.  
 
There   was   board   discussion   of   117   S   Main   Street   building   demo   and   removal   of   the   building   known   as   the   craft  
box.    Lanham   stated   the   Village   received   an   “all   clear”   on   Monday,   April   13th,   from   the   asbestos   inspection   and  
will   receive   the   report   within   the   week.    In   light   of   this   report,   by   unanimous   consent,   the   board   agreed   to   make  
the   agenda   item   4.5   an   action   item   for   the   April   13,   2020   meeting.   
 
President   Lanham   read   results   from   two   quotes   for   demolition   and   building   removal   at   117   S   Main   Street.  
Hartman   Construction   and   Trucking,   Galva,   $38,500   and   Ratliff   Brothers   &   Co,   Kewanee,   $53,850.    President  
Lanham   reminded   the   Board   either   quote   would   need   to   meet   Village   insurance   requirements   prior   to   start.  
After   discussion,   Pond,   seconded   by   Lanxon,   made   a   motion   to   accept   Hartman   Construction   and   Trucking   bid  
of   $38,500   contingent   on   complying   with   the   Village’s   insurance   requirements.    Shipp   stated   demo   will   take  
roughly   two   weeks.  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None     MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Lanham   presented   the   Utility   Surcharge   Amendment   2020-04-13-01   for   approval.    This    included   the   changes  
voted   on   at   the   March   2020   meeting.    Amendment   allows   current   utility   customers/property   owners   the   option  
to   “opt   out”   and   no   longer   pay   the   surcharge.    An   opt   out   customer   would   be   required   to   have   a   current   zero   (0)  
balance   and   make   a   request   for   disconnection   to   the   Village   office   for   meter   removal.    Once   removed,   there  
would   be   no   additional   surcharge   to   the   property.     A   reconnect   fee   of   Five   hundred   dollars   ($500)   -   which  
includes   a   meter-   would   be   required   prior   to   re-establishing   service   on   property.    In   addition,   turn   off   or   turn   on  
request   fee   on   all   properties   will   be   increased   to   $50   each   request.    Lanxon,   seconded   by   Pond   made   a   motion  
to   accept   this   ordinance   amendment.   
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None      MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
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Lanxon,   seconded   by   Carper,   made   a   motion   to   approve   an   ordinance   2020-04-13-02   amending   Chapter   9   -  
authorizing   Home   Kitchen   Operations.    This   would   allow   Village   residents   to   submit   an   application   to   the  
Village   office,   to   operate   a   small   business   out   of   their   home,   providing   all   other   State   requirements   have  
previously   been   approved.  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:     None           MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Carper,   made   a   motion   to   approve   Ordinance   Amendment    2020-04-13-03.    Chief  
Whipple    provided   an   explanation   of   details.    The   amendment   provides   a   better   explanation   and   more   clarity  
regarding   the   use   of   tarps.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles  
NAYS :     Stier  
ABSENT:      None      MOTION   CARRIED   5-1  
 
After   discussion   regarding   the   intent   of   the   proposed   Ordinance   Amendment    2020-04-13-04   to   not   allow   tarp  
covering   in   a   yard,   unless   specifically   for   a   wood   pile   located   in   the   backyard   only.    As   noted   by   Trustee  
Lanxon,   this   ordinance   will   help   enforce,   clarify   and   hopefully   clean   up   properties   currently   in   violation,   as   well  
as   prevention   in   the   future.     Lanxon,   seconded   by   Cernovich,   made   a   motion   to   approve   Ordinance  
Amendment    2020-04-13-04.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier  
NAYS :     Skiles  
ABSENT:      None      MOTION   CARRIED   5-1  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Skiles,   made   a   motion   to   award   the   MFT   Sealcoat   Bid   to   Porter   Brothers   with   IDOT  
Concurrence.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None      MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Lanham   presented   a   sidewalk   application   from   St   Patrick   Church.    Discussion   followed   regarding   the   existing  
requirement   to   present   a   request   prior   to   the   project   vs   after   the   fact   and   other   current   guidelines   and   proper  
channels   of   requests.   Ries   stated   the   current   sidewalk   ordinance   applies   to   residents.    Any   sidewalk   requests  
from   Businesses   is   at   the   discretion   of   the   VIllage   Board   and   not   part   of   any   current   sidewalk   ordinance  
provisions.    In   the   best   interest   of   Sheffield   and   public   sidewalks   Cernovich,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion  
to   accept   the   St   Patrick   Church   request.  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier   
NAYS :    Skiles  
ABSENT:      None      MOTION   CARRIED   5-1  
 
Lanham   presented   a   Proclamation   to   promote   Fair   Housing   in   Sheffield.    Lanxon,   seconded   by   Cernovich,  
made   a   motion   to   approve.    MOTION   CARRIED   6-0.  
 
Resolution   R2020-14-13-01   authorizing    the   Village   of   Sheffield   to   enter    into   an   agreement   with   NCICG   for   the  
upcoming   CDBG   Opportunity   and   the   possibility   of   receiving   up   to    $550,000   for   a   grant   project   was   presented.  
Cernovich,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   approve.  
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Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:       None      MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Cernovich,   made   a   motion   to   proceed   with   purchase   of   remote   siren   controller   and  
portables   -   for   siren   and   police   department   up   to   $6,000,   with   assurance   of   compatibility   with   the   existing  
system   and   board   direction   to   choose   the   best   option   for   public   works   and   police   department..  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:       None      MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Lanham   asked   Chief   Whipple   to   provide   information   on   the   necessary   Intergovernmental   Agreement   with  
Central   Illinois   Police   Training   Center.    This   agreement   replaces   the   previous   training   agreement   the   Village  
had   with   Princeton,   which   is   now   closed   due   to   consolidation.    Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to  
accept   the   presented   agreement.  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:       None      MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Stier   ,   seconded   by   Carper,   made   a   motion   to   enter   into   the   executive   session   at   8:10   pm   for   the   purpose  
of   the   appointment,   employment,   compensation,   discipline,   performance   or   dismissal   of   specific  
employees   of   the   public   body.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :    Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      None,    MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   close   the   executive   session   at   8:30   pm.and   return   to   open  
session.   
 
Roll   Call   in   Regular   Open   Session   via   Zoom   Meeting  
PRESENT:     Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   and   President   Lanham   
ABSENT :    None  
Also   Present   Clerk   Ries  
 
Stier,   seconded   by   Skiles,   made   a   motion   to   hire   two   “in-town”   applicants   for   summer   help   -   Bohm   and  
Munoz   at   $10   per   hour   beginning   May   1,   2020.  
 
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:       None      MOTION   CARRIED   6-0  
 
Cernovich   questioned   Chief   Whipple   on   intent   of   Village   Code   16-6-7C   and   Whipple’s   assessment   of   possible  
amendment   for   next   meeting.  
 
  
 
Adjournment:     Stier,   seconded   by   Cernovich,   made   a   motion   to   adjourn   the   meeting   at   8:35   p.m.    MOTION  
CARRIED    6-0  
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