
 
 

Village   of   Sheffield   
Village   Board   Mtg  

March   9,   2020  
 

Determining   that   a   quorum   was   present,   President   Mary   Lanham   called   the   regular   meeting   to   order   at   7pm  
and   directed   Clerk   Ries   to   call   the   roll.  
Roll   Call  
PRESENT :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier  
ABSENT :   Skiles  
Also   present   -   Police   Chief   Whipple   and   Superintendent   Shipp  
  
The   Pledge   of   Allegiance   was   recited.  
 
The   Public   Hearing   portion   was   opened   with   President   Mary   Lanham   reading   a   statement   regarding   a   plan   to  
issue,   but   not   to   exceed   $375,000   in   aggregate   principal   amount   of   the   Village’s   General   Obligation   Bonds  
(Alternate   Revenue   Source),   Series   2020   (the   “Bonds”).    There   were   no   public   comments   or   statements   made.  
President   Lanham   concluded   the   public   hearing   at   7:05pm.   

Lanham   explained   the   Bureau   County   Natural   Hazards   Mitigation   Plan   for   2020.   She   explained   this   plan   is  
updated   every   five   years   and   is   used   to   identify   and   educate   the   community   about   natural   hazards   and  
formulate   strategies   to   lessen   the   severity   by   protecting   human   life   and   property.    She   welcomed   future   public  
input.    President   Lanham   then   moved   onto   regular   meeting   public   comment.  

Public   Comment:     President   Lanham   continued   with   the   Public   portion   of   the   meeting   and   referred   to   the  
Public   Comment   Sign   up   sheet   and   called   on   Village   resident   Lynn   VanderMeersch.    VanderMeersch  
addressed   the   board   and   his   continued   request   for   a   possible   option   regarding   the   current   Alternative  
Surcharge.     Tim   Hewitt   questioned   using   TIF   monies   for   streets   throughout   town.    Lanham   explained   the  
board   already   has   a   Motor   Fuel   Tax   Program   in   place   for   the   2021   fiscal   year   as   well   as   intentions   to   redo  
sidewalks   and   street   in   the   100   block   of   South   Main   Street.    No   other   names   on   sign   up-Lanham   continued   on  
to   board   reports.  
 
Board   Reports:    Board   reviewed   reports   in   board   packet.    Chief   Whipple   presented   his   report.    He   notified   the  
board   that   the   local   police   training   unit   in   Princeton   is   closing   and   the   Police   Department   will   have   to   transfer   to  
a   Peoria    unit   and   there   is   a   minimal   participation   cost.    He   informed   the   board   of   one   change   to   an   item   in   his  
report,   regarding   theft-   the   victim   withdrew   the   complaint.    Whipple   received   trustee   Lanxon’s   Handheld  
equipment   information   and   will   be   submitting   a   request   for   choice   of   equipment   in   the   upcoming   months.  
 
Office   Manager   Board   Packet   items   discussed.     Ries   mentioned   most   of   her   report   would   be   discussed  
throughout   the   agenda.    Village   is   encouraging   residents   to   be   counted   and   completeUS   Census   2020.    No  
further   questions.  
 
Public   Works   Superintendent   Shipp   presented   his   report.    He   also   asked   the   board   to   consider   granting  
permission   to   install   running   boards   on   2020   F550   truck.    He   discussed   using   the   old   bus   barn   at   E   Railroad  
and   East   St    to   store   mowers   this   summer   and   asked   board   permission   to   have   electrical   service   turned   on   at  
this   location.    Shipp   also   requested   the   Village   purchase   a   portable   pressure   washer/tank.    Board   agreed   to  
purchase   from   an   in   town   quote.  
 
Discussion/Action   Items:  
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Cernovich,   made   a   motion   to   approve   the   February   10,   2020   regular   board   meeting  
minutes.     MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
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Cernovich,   seconded   by   Carper,   made   a   motion   to   approve   payment   of   regular   bills   and   payroll   March   9,   2020.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Skiles      MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   approve   payment   of   TIF   bills   for   March   9,   2020.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :,   Carper,   Lanxon,   Pond,and   Lanham  
NAYS :    None  
ABSTAIN:     Cernovich,   Stier  
ABSENT:      Skiles    MOTION   CARRIED   4-0-2  
 
Discussion   followed   regarding   contracting   out   for   mowing   the   Sheffield   Cemetery   for   summer   2020.    After  
reviewing   a   submitted   quote,   the   board   felt   it   would   not   be   fiscally   responsible   to   contract   mowing.    Board   will  
continue   to   have   Village   of   Sheffield   public   works   employees   maintain   the   cemetery.    Cernovich   suggested  
Shipp   keep   an   accurate   log   of   actual   cemetery   time/mowings   this   summer   for   future   analysis.    The   board   will  
look   at   hiring   summer   help   in   the   months   to   come   to   facilitate   cemetery   mowing.  
 
Lanham   asked   for   a   motion   to   proceed   with   application   of   the   Community   Development   Block   Grant   Program  
(CDBG).    Discussion   followed   -   this   grant   could   provide   funding   up   to   $550,000   and   would   require   minimal  
Village   monies   for   application   and   engineering.    Cernovich,   seconded   by   Lanxon,   made   a   motion   to   continue  
with   the   application   process.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Skiles      MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanham   opened   a   discussion   regarding   the   Utility   Surcharge   Amendment.    Cernovich   asked   for   clarification   of  
current   costs   to   install   water   services   and   meters   and   also   current   policy   and   charges   for   these   services.   Board  
also   discussed   turn   off,   turn   on   service   charges   and   the   ability   to   request   having   the   meter   removed   and   not  
receiving   a   surcharge   at   all   with   a   hefty   fee   at   the   time   services   are   re-activated.  
 
Cernovich,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   amend   ordinance   to   allow   a   current   utility   customer/property  
owner   the   option   to   “opt   out”   and   no   longer   pay   the   surcharge.    An   opt   out   customer   would   be   required   to   have  
a   current   zero   (0)   balance   and   make   a   request   for   disconnection   to   the   Village   office   for   meter   removal.    Once  
removed,   there   would   be   no   additional   surcharge   to   the   property.     A   reconnect   fee   of   Five   hundred   dollars  
($500)   -   which   includes   a   meter-   would   be   required   prior   to   re-establishing   service   on   property.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Skiles      MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   increase   turn   on   and/   or   off   fees   to   $50   for   each   request   and  
proceed   with   ordinance   amendment.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Skiles      MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Clerk   Ries   will   have   Amended   Ordinance   for   the   next   meeting.  
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Lanxon,   seconded   by   Carper,   made   a   motion   to   accept   but   not   exceed    Ace   in   the   Hole   spray   patch   bid   of  
$10,757.50.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Skiles      MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Cernovich,   made   a   motion   to   proceed   with   amendment   to   Nuisance   and   Vehicle  
ordinances   to   provide   better   explanation   regarding   the   use   of   tarps.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Skiles      MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Sheila   Yepsen,   representing   the   playground   committee,   addressed   the   board   and    requested   permission   to  
install   handicap/wheelchair   swing   in   Veteran   Park   and   also   asked   the   Village   to   pay   for   concrete   for   sidewalk  
leading   to   the   new   handicap   swing.  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   grant   the   playground   committee   permission   to   install   new  
wheelchair   swing,   donate   $1,000   towards   the   cost   of   swing   and   pay   for   necessary   concrete   for   sidewalk  
leading   to   new   swing.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Skiles      MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon   asked   the   board   to   consider,   in   the   future   a   plan,   for   sidewalks   to   be   installed   throughout   the   park   for  
better   access   to   all   equipment.  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   grant   Thrive   on   Main   permission   to   install   a   banner   east   and  
west   across   the   north   end   of   the   100   block   of   Main   Street   the   day   of   the   event.    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   approve   Ordinance   2020-03-09-01   Amending   the   Village   Code  
to   Provide   Penalties   for   Violation   of   Village   Code   which   also   provides   acceptance   of   payments   at   the   Village  
Office.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Skiles      MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
After   discussion   Carper,   seconded   by   Cernovich,   made   a   motion   for   Village   Spring   Clean   Up   with   Public   Works   
pick   up.    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0.  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   approve   February   10,   2020   executive   session   closed   meeting  
minutes.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Carper,   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Skiles      MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Adjournment:     Stier,   seconded   by   Lanxon,   made   a   motion   to   adjourn   the   meeting   at   8:16   p.m.    MOTION  
CARRIED    5-0  
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