
Village   of   Sheffield   
Village   Board   Mtg  
February10,   2020  

 
Determining   that   a   quorum   was   present,   President   Mary   Lanham   called   the   regular   meeting   to   order   at  
7:02   pm   and   directed   Clerk   Ries   to   call   the   roll.  
Roll   Call  
PRESENT :   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier  
ABSENT :   Carper,   Cernovich  
Also   present   -   Police   Chief   Whipple   and   Superintendent   Shipp,   Chamlin   Engineer   -   Ross   Baker   &   Mike  
Perry  
  
The   Pledge   of   Allegiance   was   recited.  
 
Public   Comment:     President   Lanham   invited   anyone   who   had   signed   up   to   speak   during   the   Public  
Comment   Portion   of   the   meeting.    Lanham   referred   to   the   sign   up   sheet   and   called   on   Village   resident,  
Elmer   Cole.    Cole   explained   his   situation   involving   his   property   located   on   the   East   side   of   town   west   of  
the   old   bus   garage.   He   stated   he   could   not   obtain   a   building   permit   due   to   Village   owning   the   front   yard   of  
his   property.    He   is   interested   in   a   Village   easement.    Lanham   suggested   that   he   have   the   property  
surveyed.    Lanham   explained   that   once   the   survey   is   complete   the   Board   will   have   a   better   idea   how   to  
proceed.    Second   sign   up   on   the   comment   sheet   -   Brian   Couch   -   he   asked   if   extra   salt   could   be   spread   on  
alley   by   Red’s   due   to   ice   and   semi   deliveries   getting   stuck.    Couch   also   inquired   on   what   properties  
Village   employees   shoveled   on   Main   Street.    Lanham   explained   only   Village   properties   were   shoveled.  
Business   owners   were   responsible   for   clearing   their   own   sidewalks.    No   other   names   on   sign   up-Lanham  
continued   on   to   board   reports.  
 
Board   Reports:    Board   reviewed   reports   in   board   packet.    Chief   Whipple   presented   his   report.    He   notified  
the   board   of   one   change   to   one   item    in   his   report,   regarding   theft.    The   victim   withdrew   complaint.  
Lanxon   asked   for   clarification   regarding   the   current   status   of   handheld   equipment.    Whipple   explained   the  
department   possesses   one   radio   with   no   back   up.    Lanxon   asked   for   a   ballpark   cost   and   suggested   it   be  
put   on   the   March   Meeting   Agenda.    Lanham   concurred.   
 
Office   Manager   Board   Packet   items   discussed.     Ries   mentioned   most   of   her   report   would   be   discussed  
throughout   the   agenda.    No   further   questions.  
 
Public   Works   Superintendent   Shipp   discussed   the   water   main   break   in   front   of   Phylly’s   bar   and   the   size   of  
the   line.    Stier   noticed   that   the   lights   were   burnt   out   in   the   fixtures   lighting   the   signs   located   at   the   east   and  
west   ends   of   town.    Shipp   will   replace.  
 
Discussion/Action   Items:  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   approve   the   January   13,   2020   regular   board   meeting  
minutes.     MOTION   CARRIED   4-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Skiles,   made   a   motion   to   approve   payment   of   regular   bills   and   payroll   February   10,  
2020.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,   Cernovich    MOTION   CARRIED   4-0  
 
 
 

1  



Lanxon,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   approve   payment   of   TIF   bills   for   February   10,   2020.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles   and   Lanham  
NAYS :    None  
ABSTAIN:     Stier  
ABSENT:      Carper,   Cernovich    MOTION   CARRIED   4-0-1  
 
Discussion   followed   regarding   contracting   out   for   mowing   the   Cemetery.    Lanham   asked   for   board   opinion  
concerning   contracting   mowing   for   the   2020   season.    Lanxon   suggested   getting   quotes   or   estimate   of   cost  
before   making   a   decision.    He   voiced   his   apprehension,   and   what   Board   expectations   would   need   to   be  
within   a   lease,   if   the   Village   did   contract   for   cemetery   mowing.    Board   consensus   was   to   obtain   quotes  
and   then   decide   how   to   proceed   for   cemetery   mowing   2020.  
 
Lanham   opened   a   discussion   regarding   the   Utility   Surcharge   Amendment   and   where   the   board   might  
currently   stand.    Lanxon   suggested   a   high   reconnect   fee   if   the   surcharge   is   to   go   away   and   the   property   is  
reconnected   in   the   future.    Lanham   reminded   the   board   the   IEPA   loan   projection   calculations   includes  
surcharge   fees   to   help   support   the   repayment   of   the   loan.    When   asked,   Chamlin   Engineer   Perry  
indicated   it   has   been   his   experience   with   other   Villages   or   towns,   that   if   the   service   is   available   and   is   a  
benefit   -   a   house   whether   occupied   or   unoccupied,   a   surcharge   would   be   applied.    He   suggested   that   a   lot  
that   did   not   benefit   from   the   service   not   be   charged.    After   lengthy   discussion   nothing   further   was   decided.  
Lanham   suggested   it   appeared   the   board   agreed   the   amendment   not   include   surcharge   for   empty   lots,  
but   keep   surcharge   for   lots   with   structures   or   vacant   homes.    Prior   to   the   next   meeting   board   members  
can   submit   suggestions   with   the   hope   of   a   conclusion   which   direction   to   head.  
 
Lanham   introduced   Kevin   Lindeman   representing   NCICG.    Lindeman   covered   Natural   Hazard   Mitigation  
Plan   2015   which   is   up   for   new   assessment.    He   stated   Public   comments   would   be   held   at   the   March   or  
April   meeting.    Once   the   assessments   are   handed   in   and   information   reviewed   natural   disasters   and   how  
the   area   is   equipped   to   handle   these   will   be   discussed   in   upcoming   meetings.    He   also   discussed   the  
Community   Development   Block   Grant   Program   (CDBG),   an    Annual   Grant,   with   a   deadline   of   July   30,  
2020   with   funding   up   to   $550,000.    Necessary   engineering   costs   would   be   the   responsibility   of   the   Village  
and   can   not   be   part   of   the   total   project   costs.    The   Village   would   need   to   determine   a   project   soon.    Any  
permitting   would   have   to   be   done   prior   to   application   and   initial   costs   could   be   around   $3,000.  
 
Cernovich   joined   the   meeting   remotely   at   7:40   pm.  
 
After   President   Lanham   updated   the   board   on   the   Main   Street   Project   Business   Owner   meeting   that   took  
place   the   beginning   of   February.    Lanham   and   Lanxon   informed   business   owners   of   the   project   and   how   it  
may   impact   them   during   construction.   
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Skiles,   made   a   motion   to   move   forward   with   a   Summer   Main   Street   Project,  
involving   new   sidewalks   and   street   resurfacing,   using   TIF   Funds.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles   and   Lanham  
NAYS :    None  
ABSTAIN:     Cernovich,   Stier  
ABSENT:      Carper    MOTION   CARRIED   4-0-2  
 
Chamlin   Engineer,   Ross   Baker   updated   the   board   on   the   lift   station.    He   presented   data   from   last   year  
showing   the   Village   sanitary   sewer   system   and   areas   of   major   inflow   and   infiltration   (I   &   I).    Baker  
presented   graphs   showing   rainfall   and   lift   station   pumping   during   rainfall.    He   stated   some   of   the   issues  
are   due   to   residents   who   have   sump   pumps   illegally   hooked   into   the   sanitary   sewer   system.    Baker  
proposes   1-2   flow   meters   be   installed   prior   to   the   spring   rains   in   strategic   locations   to   gather   data.    He  
also   produced   documents   showing   the   lift   stations   and   sewer   branches   of   the   entire   system.    These  
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graphs   and   meters   will   help   collect   data   showing   where   the   I   &   I   is   originating.    Shipp   and   Lanham   agreed  
door   to   door   letters   handed   out   during   meter   readings   notifying   residents   of   possible   sump   pump   issues  
and   encouraging   them   to   evaluate   their   hook   up   would   be   beneficial.  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   approve   the   amended   I   &   I   Agreement   Study   which   will   not  
exceed   $34,200.00.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Skiles,   made   a   motion   to   accept   the   engagement   letter   with   IceMiller   Bond   Counsel  
for   Meter/Water   Tower   Grant  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   approve   the    MFT   Resolution   for   Maintenance   FY   2021  
R2020-02-10-01  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   approve   MFT   FY   2021   MFT   Maintenance   Engineering  
Agreement   w/   Chamlim   &   Assoc.  
   Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanham   opened   sealed   bids   for   purchase   of   the   1995   International   4900   dump   truck    1)   Bob   Ward,   $2,600  
and   2)   2&92   Truck   Parts,   $1,150.   
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   accept   bid   of   $2,600   from   Bob   Ward.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Pond,   made   a   motion   to   approve   the   Community   Center/office   face   lift   up   for  
$6,000.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   approve   payment   of   $450   tuition   for   Beginning   Drinking  
Water   Class   for   Employee   Salzmann.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
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Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   approve   Band   Fund   Request   for   Thrive   on   Main   in   the  
amount   of   $550.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,,Stier   
NAYS :    Skiles  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   4-1  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier   made   a   motion   to   approve    Ordinance   2020-02-10-01,   An   Ordinance  
authorizing   the   Village   of   Sheffield,   Bureau   County,   Illinois,   to   issue   Water   Revenue   Bonds   or,   in   lieu  
thereof,   General   Obligation   Bonds   (Alternate   Revenue   Source)   (said   bonds   being   general   obligation  
bonds   to   be   issued   in   one   or   more   series,   on   a   taxable   or   tax‑exempt   basis,   for   which   property   taxes,  
unlimited   as   to   rate   or   amount,   may   be   levied,   but   which   are   expected   to   be   paid   from   the   net   revenues   of  
the   waterworks   system   of   said   Village)   in   an   aggregate   principal   amount   not   to   exceed   $375,000,   for   the  
purpose   of   paying   the   costs   of   various   capital   improvements,   including,   but   not   limited   to,   water   tower  
rehabilitation   and   meter   replacement   for   the   Village.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon   ,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   enter   into   executive   session   at   8:15   pm   for   the   purpose   of  
the   appointment,   employment,   compensation,   discipline,   performance   or   dismissal   of   specific   employees  
of   the   public   body.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   close   the   executive   session   at   8:38   pm.and   return   to   open  
session.   
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper   MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Roll   Call   in   Regular   Open   Session   
PRESENT:     Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,   Stier   and   President   Lanham   
ABSENT :    Carper  
Also   Present   Clerk   Ries  
 
Lanxon,   seconded   by   Stier,   made   a   motion   to   approve   a   5%   raise   to   all   employees   with   the   stipulation  
employee   Primo   will   not   get   his   5%   until   he   passes   his   CDL   Driving   Test.  
Roll   Call:   
AYES :   Cernovich,   Lanxon,   Pond,   Skiles,Stier   
NAYS :    None  
ABSENT:      Carper,    MOTION   CARRIED   5-0  
 
Adjournment:     Stier,   seconded   by   Lanxon,   made   a   motion   to   adjourn   the   meeting   at   8:40   p.m.    MOTION  
CARRIED    5-0  
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