
Village of Sheffield  
Village Board Mtg 
October 14, 2019 

Determining that a quorum was present,Clerk Ries called the regular meeting to order 
at 7:00 pm and called the roll. 
Roll Call 
PRESENT: Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier 
ABSENT: Cernovich arriving @ 7:02pm 
Also present - Police Chief Whipple and Superintendent Shipp 
        
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Stier, seconded by Pond, made a motion to appoint Trustee Lanxon as acting President 
for current meeting. 
MOTION CARRIED.. 

Lanxon announced and read the resignation letter of President Endress.   

Lanham, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to accept the resignation of Steve 
Endress as President of the Village of Sheffield. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier   
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Cernovich, seconded by Pond, made a motion to move into executive session for the 
purpose of filling a board vacancy.  MOTION CARRIED 

Acting President Lanxon and Trustees returned at 7:15 pm.  Pond, seconded by Stier, 
made a motion to close executive session.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to nominate Trustee Mary Lanham to the 
vacant Board President position. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier   
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Mary Lanham was congratulated.  Clerk Ries swore in Lanham to the President seat 
and the board meeting continued.  Mary thanked the board for their support in her new 
role. 

 Public Comment:  President Lanham invited any of the public present to address the 
board with any concerns and/or comments.  Mary Bates questioned her continued 



disconnection issue and why it was not on the agenda.  President Lanham suggested it 
may appear in an upcoming month.  Linda Tumbleson presented her concern of her 
flooded basement (3rd incident over several years) after a recent lightening and 
rainstorm.  Sheffield Historical Society representative Cleo Lanham, expressed their 
gratitude of Village support as well as the volunteers during the recent successful 
fundraising Event. 

Board Reports: Board reviewed reports in board packet.   Chief Whipple encouraged 
the Board to consider future participation in the State of Illinois part time academy with 
State reimbursement to the Village for their training.  Ordinance enforcement 
progressing. 

Ries notified board of the second installment of Bureau County property taxes received.  
TIF representative will attend the November meeting as well as the Engineer.  

Public Works Superintendent Shipp reported on the recent storm, heavy rains and a 
lightning strike that temporarily knocked the South lift station and also caused an 18 
hour period in which the Village North Lift Station pumped over 1.4 million gallons of 
water. Lanxon and Shipp encouraged the approval of generators for the lift stations  He 
notified the board he had located concrete forms for purchase - 240’ for $400. Lanxon 
encouraged  all Village residents to check to make sure their home’s sump pump was 
not discharging into the sanitary sewer- which would increase the intake of water 
needing to be pumped by the lift stations and this will help control the extra water.   

Discussion/Action Items: 
Lanxon, seconded by Pond, made a motion to approve the September 9, 2019, regular 
board meeting minutes as amended bySkiles, altering the roll call and Skiles stated 
absence.   
Roll Call:  
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier   
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Cernovich, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to approve payment of regular bills 
and payroll October 14, 2019. 
Roll Call:  
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 
  
Lanxon, seconded by Pond, made a motion to approve payment of the October 14, TIF 
bills as  presented.  
Roll Call:  
AYES: Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles  
NAYS:  None 



ABSTAIN:  Cernovich, Stier 
ABSENT:   None    MOTION CARRIED 4-0-2 

After discussion regarding timeline of meter installation next year, Lanxon, seconded by 
Pond, made a motion to approve the Chamlin & Assoc., Engineering Agreement for the 
Village of Sheffield Water Meter Replacement and Elevated Water Tower Repainting. 
Roll Call 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon,Pond, Skiles, Stier   
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6 - 0 

Laxon, seconded by Cernovich, made a motion to approve ordering purchase of 2020 
Ford F550 Truck and Body.  There was discussion regarding how to pay for the 
purchase when the time comes.  With the fund balances there seems to be know 
reason to take a loan for purchase 
Roll Call 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Lanxon, seconded by Skiles, made a motion to approve the purchase of 2 generators 
(22kw) for the Lift Stations.   
Roll Call 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

  
Discussion regarding presented 2020 Meeting Dates and whether to continue with one 
meeting a month or change to two in the upcoming year.  Lanxon, seconded by Stier, 
made a motion to approve presented 2020 Meeting Dates. 
Roll Call 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to approve Easement for Pathway to Dollar 
General across Hayes property. 
Roll Call 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 



Stier, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to approve Event Request from Bureau Co 
Food Pantry to be held April 25, 2020. 
Roll Call 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

No action taken regarding Possible Variance for Kerner property in the Village. 

Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to approve payment of Sidewalk Request for 
½ of concrete costs up to $2000 in front of Stackhouse Moore Funeral Home at 339 E 
Chestnut St..  Cernovich questioned amount budgeted for sidewalks in Chapter 14 of 
the Village Code.  Ries stated that the Sidewalk Reimbursement Ordinance pertained to 
residential, and  commercial property at board discretion case by case.  
Roll Call 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to approve purchase of stabilizer blocks for 
salt and asphalt storage. 
Roll Call 
AYES: Cernovich, Lanham, Lanxon, Pond, Skiles, Stier 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Superintendent Shipp commented that an average week of of sewer pumping is 1.1 
million gallon.  During the heavy rains i(an 18 hour period) the Village pumped 1.4 
million gallons.  This is likely due to sump pumps illegally discharging into the sewer 
system instead of discharging outside onto property. 

Trustee Cernovich requested a moment of silence due to the recent passing of former 
Trustee Harley Barton and suggested the Board send an arrangement to the funeral 
home. 

Adjournment:  Lanxon, seconded by Stier, made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 
8:08 p.m.. MOTION CARRIED  


