
Village of Sheffield  
VillageBoard Meeting 

Monday, June 10, 2019 
 

Determining that a quorum was present, President Steve Endress called the regular meeting to order at 7 pm 
and directed Clerk Ries to call the roll. 
Roll Call 
PRESENT​: Cernovich, Lanham, Pond, Skiles, Stier 
ABSENT​: Lanxon 
Also present - Police Chief Whipple and Superintendent Pickard 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Public Comment: ​ Dr. Tim Pratt shared future plans for a new OSF clinic to be built next to Cornerstone 
Wellness Center.  Pratt hopes to be able to come before the board for zoning approval in three to four months. 
Dr. Pratt also voiced concern over recent Bureau County property Tax Bills and how to read them.  Paul 
Ostrosky from Economic Development Group,explained how TIF (Tax Increment Financing) monies were 
shown on Village’s Tax Bill.  Ostrosky further explained the funds received into the Sheffield TIF from Village of 
Sheffield properties were monies re-allocated from the other taxing bodies, which is how a TIF District is set 
up.  He also discussed assessed valuation and how a tax bill is figured on a parcel by parcel basis.. 
Board Reports:​ Chief Whipple presented Police report.  Cernovich asked if Whipple was concerned with 
Sheffielld’s current ordinances and ability to enforce.  Whipple explained, if directed  he would inspect any 
ordinance and present concerns. 
 
Samantha Casey, representing Hopkins & Associates, was present to go over firm’s  completed audit findings 
for fiscal year 2019.  She presented a summary of the FY2019 audit,  stating Village cash reserves increased 
even with TIF expenses due to less spending, less accounts receivables and explained there are no concerns..  
 
Ries presented Treasurer & Clerk report.  Ries added information on Cornerstone Wellness Event Ap for a 
Substance Free Community Night, July 30, 2019 and asked on behalf of the Event, for Trustee input to allow 
Event planning to continue, if there was no opposition.  Ries explained new business welcome expenditure and 
President Endress welcomed three new businesses to town - Cafe’ 129, Polka Dotted Dresser, Premier 
Construction & Consulting.  Ribbon cuttings through Princeton Area Chamber available to any new business or 
through Village office with prior notification.  
 
Public Works Superintendent Pickard presented report.   New mower to replace the one purchased in 2013 
received.  Village employee Primo will return from guard duty week of June 17.  Cernovich explained resident 
concern of garbage truck drainage as “normal”, but due to excessive water in cans not having lids or drain 
holes more debris is created in truck during wet weather.  Pickard explained placing garbage in trash bags 
within garbage cans can also help eliminate the problem. Trustee Skiles asked about a sinkhole at the North 
end of town, cleaning of ditches and culverts on Chestnut   Pickard stated once weather clears and Village has 
the manpower these projects will get taken care of. 
 
Discussion item:   ​Endress again welcomed new businesses to town.  Pickard reported on the Veterans Park 
Restroom project.  Time-frame varies due to weather and donated help.  
 
Board reviewed clerk findings regarding animal pick up in Village and potential Bureau County’s Animal Control 
Contract.  Regardless of entering into contract, Ries stated Animal control recommends the village require a 
“one time” registration tag for every dog within the Village.  Trustees discussed current need and decided that 
FaceBook and word of mouth is working and nothing further will be done at this time. 
 
Board reviewed updated information on area cemetery opening rates vs. Sheffield Cemetery Grave 
Opening/Cremation costs and potential increases from 2013 increases   It was Board consensus to look at 
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rates at a later date and subcontract if employees are not available on a given weekend.for an opening. 
 
North Central IL Economic Development Group option to join at $1,213 and market our Village discussed. 
Board agreed to not join at this time. 
 
Ries shared Ford F550 Truck status on the option to purchase through the IL state procurement program.  The 
2019 program has been closed and the only diesel trucks available in limited quantities.  Board reviewed diesel 
chassis, dump box and plow bid.  Pickard and Ries will follow up with more information and options for July 
meeting. 
 
Dr. Tim Pratt approached the board requesting local church group be allowed to do a community clean up 
project at the newly acquired “old school property”.  There would be no cost to the Village.  Group will 
coordinate with Superintendent for direction and proceed with plan. 
 
 
Action Items: 
Lanham, seconded by Cernovich, made a motion to approve the May13, 2019, regular board meeting minutes. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Cernovich, seconded by Lanham, made a motion to approve payment of the regular bills and payroll June 10, 
2019. 
Roll Call:  
AYES​:  Cernovich, Lanham, Pond, Skiles, Stier and President Endress 
NAYS​:  None 
ABSENT:  ​  Lanxon. MOTION CARRIED 5 plus Endress - 0 
 
Cernovich, seconded by Stier, made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2019-06-10-01 The Village of Sheffield 
Municipal Code Relating to Nuisance Created by Noise. 
Roll Call 
AYES​:  Cernovich, Lanham,Pond, Skiles, Stier and President Endress 
NAYS​:  None 
ABSENT:  ​Lanxon  MOTION CARRIED 5 plus Endress - 0 
Clerk read Trustee William M Stier Conflict of Interest Disclosure and decision to declare conflict and refrain 
from further involvement pertaining to TIF items. 
Skiles, seconded by Pond, made a motion to approve Ordinance 2019-06-10-02 ​Providing For and Approving 
the Second Amendment to the Sheffield TIF District Redevelopment Project Area, Plan & Projects 
Roll Call 
AYES​:  Lanham, Pond, Skiles, and President Endress 
NAYS​:  None 
ABSTAIN:​  Cernovich, Stier 
ABSENT:  ​Lanxon MOTION CARRIED 3 plus Endress -0-2 
 
A TIF Lot Marketing Program modified to meet Sheffield’s needs discussed by the board.  No action this 
month.  Board will move forward with an ordinance to implement incentives at July meeting. 
 
The TIF Redevelopment Agreement Guidelines also discussed.  An agreement to be reviewed next month’s 
meeting.  Any agreement would need to be signed by Village and developer.  The Village will keep on hand a 
TIF acquisition form that any interested party can fill out to see if an individual project qualifies for TIF funds. 
 
Lamco and Guither Tree Service quotes were reviewed for Tree/Stump Removal, Skiles, seconded by Lanham 
accepted low bid  $10,280 from Guither Tree Service to complete designated tree/stump removal throughout 
the Village. 
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Roll Call 
AYES​:  Cernovich, Lanham,Pond, Skiles, Stier and President Endress 
NAYS​:  None 
ABSENT:  ​Lanxon  MOTION CARRIED 5 plus Endress - 0 
 
Cernovich, seconded by Stier to approve the Event Application for the Sheffield Tractor Pull to be held on July 
6, 2019, as submitted. 
Roll Call 
AYES​:  Cernovich, Lanham,Pond, Skiles, Stier and President Endress 
NAYS​:  None 
ABSENT:  ​Lanxon  MOTION CARRIED 5 plus Endress - 0 
 
After discussion, Cernovich, seconded by Pond to approve the Event Application for the 2nd Annual Thrive on 
Main 2020 using all of the 100 blk of Main Street. 
Roll Call 
AYES​:  Cernovich, Lanham, Pond and President Endress 
NAYS​:  Skiles and Stier 
ABSENT:  ​Lanxon  MOTION CARRIED 3 plus Endress - 2 
 
After discussion, Lanham, seconded by Skiles made a motion to allow installation of new flagpole and flag at 
the old school property, noting there is no cost to Village and installation will be in an area approved by the 
Village Superintendent. 
  
The 2019 F550 New Truck Chassis purchase will be presented next month with more options, if available. 
 
It was agreed a closed session not necessary.  The Board will evaluate Village owned properties and come up 
with which properties, if any, might be available for sale.  July monthly meeting will begin July 8, 2019 at 
6:30pm with a tour of all Village owned properties prior to the formal meeting to begin at 7 p.m.  Village still 
accepting applications for vacant public works position.  
Public Comment:  ​ Questions/Answers - Q- How involved can Dr. Pratt be in the redevelopment agreement? 
He does not want to waste the village resources if everyone can agree beforehand. A - The Board has already 
received a suggested proposal from The Economic Development Group for a universal agreement that can be 
adapted to each project as needed.  Q - Are water meters still in the works for Village and is that related to TIF 
money?  A - Yes, IEPA Loan Assistance was applied for in January 2018 and again in January 2019.  The 
Village is still waiting for IEPA response.  Water meters are a TIF qualifying expense. The return on meters 
does not compare to a redevelopment agreement with a manufacturing firm or subdivision development in the 
beginning years of the TIF.  Q - Where do new sidewalks come from?  A - Property owner can apply for ½ of 
concrete expense for sidewalks.  Q - Can parking signs be installed behind 132 S Main St the day of Thrive on 
Main?  A - Yes  Q - Time frame for repairing Storm Drain tiles?  A -  Reminder that water table is high.  Village 
will continue evaluation.  Reminder to residents, Sump Pumps connected into Village Sewer system is 
ILLEGAL.  Q - Should resident contact county as to tax bill formula? A - The amount will vary from year to year 
based on exemptions and assessed value how it differs from base year.  There is no additional tax from TIF, it 
is money reallocated from the other taxing bodies based on the last assessment of value done by county 
assessor.  Everyone is welcome to contact county for verification if they choose. 
 
Adjournment:  ​Cernovich seconded by Stier, made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:59 p.m.-  
MOTION CARRIED. 
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