
Village of Sheffield 
Village Board Meeting 
Monday, July 9,  2018 

 
Determining that a quorum was present, President Steve Endress called the regular meeting to order at 7:05 
pm and directed Clerk Ries to call the roll. 

Roll Call 

PRESENT: Barron, Cernovich (via phone)  Lanxon, Salzmann, Skiles   ABSENT:   Osborn . 

Also present - Superintendent Pickard, Police Chief Whipple & Engineer Perry 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

After welcoming guests and thanking those present for their attendance, President Endress opened the 

meeting with an invitation to the public present to ask questions or voice concerns. 

Public Comment:   Question regarding board member resignation and why.  President Endress read letter 

from Trustee Osborn, which stated conflict due to moving out of Sheffield for children’s educational needs.  No 

action to be taken until next meeting when it can be put on the agenda.  There were questions regarding 

process for removal of dangerous dead trees on Village property.  Numerous other concerns were presented to 

the board and addressed by President Endress and or Board members.  Residents were satisfied with 

suggestion to submit questions to Village Employees, President or Board members via email, phone, drop box 

or in person prior to meeting in order to potentially have answers at meeting.  Endress is willing to attend a 

public forum held at Village community center or other designated place. 

Endress reminded everyone that there would be a second public comment session at the end of the meeting. 

Board Reports  - The board reviewed Police Chief Whipple, Office Manager Ries and Public Works 

Superintendent Pickard reports--Chief Whipple identified areas which may require additional stop 

signs-specifically at all corners of Park.  He also suggested reducing speed limit within the Village.  

Ries asked Chamlin & Assoc Engineer, Mike Perry to go over current IEPA loan application that will be 

re-submitted for consideration in Fiscal Year 2020.  Perry fielded questions from public and the Board about 

loan and potential rate increases.  He stated there is a need to raise water rates, to not only show ability for 

loan repayment but also, the past several years where revenue has not covered operating expenses according 

to previous years audits.  

Perry reminded Board  an increase will also help with infrastructure/equipment repair and/or replacement that 

has not been addressed for years. 

Ries reported receiving a signed copy of the Intergovernmental Agreement  from Bureau Valley School District 

that the Village Board approved at the June 2018 meeting. 

Ries continues to work on a solicitation ordinance.  She requested authorization to purchase bricks for Porter 

and Rosenow for their years of service in Sheffield.  Expenditure will appear on next month’s bill sheet. 



Pickard reported  669,000 gal per day less water usage than same period last year. 

Pickard included Engineer Ossola’s report on potential roadwork throughout the Village for Board review. 

Pickard stated that 40+ dead trees throughout town have been identified and flagged for removal or trimming, 

prioritizing based on hazard.  At the time of the meeting, only one bid has been returned for consideration. 

Waiting for additional bid in order to proceed.  Lanxon suggested considering a partnership with residents 

creating a tree removal incentive program.  

Discussion item: 

President Endress explained  the Appropriation Ordinance  and how its purpose shows the maximum amounts 

the Village is authorized to spend within the fiscal year.  He also inquired on the progress of fiscal year 2019 

budget and possible draft for next meeting.  

Village of Sheffield Loans -Ries reminded the Board that Village currently has two loans.  1) Water/Sewer Loan 

to be paid off by September 1, 2018.  2)  ALT Bond loan that will paid off end of 2021. Discussed possible use 

of “cashed in” CD monies which include continuing present board practice of having money available as 

needed for possible future infrastructure expenses. In next couple years, there may be an increased need for 

extra money with potential water/sewer projects,as described by Engineer earlier in meeting.  The Village 

Board agreed to continue with current practice.   The board ask Ries to report with an update after the auditor 

from Hopkins & Assoc comes, July 11, 2018. 

Cernovich no longer present via phone. 

Action Items: 

Lanxon, seconded by Salzmann, made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2018, regular board 
meeting - MOTION CARRIED 

 

Barron, seconded by Lanxon, made a motion to approve payment of the bills and payroll.  

Roll Call:  

AYES : Barron, Lanxon, Salzmann, Skiles  

NAYS : None  

ABSENT : Cernovich, Osborn   MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 

 

After brief discussion of proposed FY 2019 Appropriation Ordinance 2018-07-09-01, Lanxon, seconded by 
Barron, made a motion to approve presented Ordinance 2018-07-09-01 

Roll Call:  

AYES:  Barron, Lanxon, Salzmann. Skiles  

NAYS : None  

ABSENT : Cernovich, Osborn   MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 



 

Discussion regarding Ordinance 2018-07-09-02 Amending Certain Water and Sewer Charges and Procedures 
with  all  changes and rate increases.   Skiles ask for clarification of Section 3 pertaining to charging property 
owners the surcharge even if they were choosing to not have services.  Ries stated that those owners who had 
requested to not receive water/sewer services would receive a bill for the surcharge but nothing more. 

 

Laxon seconded by Barron, made a motion to table Ordinance 2018-07-09-02 Amending Certain Water and 
Sewer Charges and Procedures with Rate Changes. 

Roll Call 

AYES:  Barron, Lanxon, Salzmann. Skiles  

NAYS : None  

ABSENT : Cernovich, Osborn   MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 

Lanxon, seconded by Salzmann, made a motion to enter into executive session at 10:02 p.m. for the purpose 
of the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees of 
the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against 
an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the pubic body to determine its validity 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(1); and/or discussion of minutes of meeting lawfully closed under the Open Meetings Act, whether for 
purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes.  

MOTION CARRIED:4-0 

Lanxon, seconded by Salzmann, made a motion to close the executive session at 10:34 p.m.and return to 
open session.  

Roll Call: 

AYES:   Barron, Lanxon, Salzmann, Skiles  

NAYS:  None  

ABSENT:   Cernovich, Osborn    MOTION CARRIED:4-0 

Roll Call in Regular Open Session 

PRESENT:  Barron,  Lanxon, Salzmann, Skiles 

ABSENT:  Cernovich, Osborn  

Also Present Steve Endress and Adrienne Ries 

 

President Endress stated since the board reviewed all employee compensation less than a year ago it is the 
decision of the board to postpone reviews until the end of 2018.  This new review schedule will follow Fiscal 
Year May 1 to April 30 and enable the Board to budget for personnel expenses.  Endress assured public that 
the Board values their employees and feels that they are doing a fine job moving the Village closer to the 
Board’s goals.  The change in compensation review is entirely to shift to a better time schedule. 

Public Comment:  None 

  

  Adjournment:   Lanxon, seconded by Barron, made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:388 p.m.- MOTION 
CARRIED 


